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TEXTILE MAGNET
DESIGNED BY MATRIKA DESIGN COLLABORATIVE, SHRUJAN COMMUNITY GALLERY ONE

SHOWCASES THE EMBROIDERY ART AND CRAFTS OF TEN KUTCH COMMUNITIES

Flooring products 
Striding into the future

Home automation 
Switching up lifestyles

Connect Four 
Bridging the gap
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1. Comfort and energy 

Design always aims to make life easier and 
comfortable — even sustainable and energy 

switches are among the many components 

holds a certain luxury status, basic automation, especially 
when it comes to security and surveillance, is being considered 

everyday life is linked to the Internet these days, the need to 

are forcing the elders to accept the use of automation in the 

the automation market by leaps and bounds through the active 

-

experience centres, high initial costs, and resistance to change 

help that, in some cases, installers tend to make automation 

“In India, the barriers to large-scale adoption of smart 
homes are high prices, lack of awareness, security concerns 

products such as smart lighting and digital assistants have 
made inroads into Indian households, there is still a wide gap 

agrees Sumit Joshi, vice chairman and managing director, 

about data security as well as customer privacy in relation to 

-
nology have made smart homes available to a wider audience, 
largely due to innovations that allowed for the development 
of smaller and lower-cost sensors and actuators that gather 

and hardware, the digital home has become accessible because 
of the further development of inexpensive, cloud-based hub 
services through which those automated devices are able to 

midst of many apprehensions, is because consumers have be-

saving and safety features are major selling points for home 

CASE STUDY: RIVIERA HOME 
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4. Alok Hada, director, 
Anusha Technovision.

5. Gagan Verma, executive 
director, Crestron.

automation products, apart from the convenience and comfort 
factor. The home automation concept is also gaining rapid ac-
ceptability in India due to luxurious and fast-paced lifestyles, 
increasing consumer awareness, higher disposable incomes, 
and product innovations like smartphone apps.”

Technological fragmentation and misplaced perception are 
some of the reasons that are preventing widespread adoption 
of home automation in the country, Yadav notes. “There is a 

-
mation devices, and it is believed that the product is suitable 
only for certain types of homes and wallets. Home automation 
products also require uninterrupted connectivity for optimal 
performance. However, even today, the Internet connectivity 
and availability of required connection bandwidth are still a 
major challenge in India.”

The most common application of home automation has been 
in the areas of security (CCTV) and lighting. Gagan Verma, 
executive director, Crestron, shares, “Burglar alarms are in-
creasingly becoming popular; while in the case of lighting, it’s 
showing its presence in a smaller way. However, customers 
who are aware of home automation have been upgrading their 
gadgets. Probably, the cost factor is the biggest element that is 
a deterrent for widespread adoption.”

Internet access is still tardy and costly in most areas. We also 
lack platforms to integrate all the home automation products, 
because of security protocols followed by each device. “System 

4

CASE STUDY: ONE AVIGHNA PARK

One Avighna Park, the award-winning premium property being developed as a 
high-end residential project in Lower Parel, Mumbai, has an entirely automated show 
villa that has been developed to demonstrate the comprehensive amalgamation of 
luxurious home design with automation and technology. Conceived, designed and 
installed by Anusha Technovision Pvt Ltd (ATPL), the four-bedroom villa is equipped 
with lighting controls, motorised shades, speaker system, an integrated security 
system and total home control, including that of audio-visual devices such as TV, cable 
and music. As a client brief to ATPL, Nishant Agarwal, MD, Avighna India, said, “Having 
used the lighting and automation controls from ATPL in my own home for the last 10 
years, I wanted to share the experience of convenience, luxury and ambience that 
automation helps provide, to all our potential home owners in the project. Hence, we 
asked ATPL to provide something in the show villa that is easy to understand, reliable 
and helps in adding convenience to the end user”.

The user interface consists of various kinds of wired and wireless keypads, and an 
iPad or a smartphone. Home owners get to choose between an IP video door phone 
that allows them to see and monitor visitors even when they are not in the house. 
The main entrance lobby has an engraved and backlit control keypad on the wall. The 
home owners can choose an ‘entry’ or ‘exit’ scene that activates or deactivates the 

perfect ambience at the touch of a button.
The keypad on the staircase enables the welcome scene for the upper areas to be 

activated. The same welcome scene can be linked to the time of day, so that the night 
and day welcome scene could be different. In the bedroom areas, the emphasis is on 
convenience – both the sheers and blackout shades require just the simple press of 
a button on the remote. The lights of the master bathroom are managed through an 
occupancy sensor. The emphasis, says Alok Hada of ATPL, is on convenience with ease 
of use. The user interface on the iPad is designed to be simple and easy to understand. 
“By using products from top manufacturers such as Lutron and Crestron, we ensure 
reliability and long-time performance. We can also tailor the solution based upon the 
customer budget and requirement. All in all, for an apartment costing as much as it 
does in this area and in the high-end luxury segment, automation is not a luxury – but 
in my view, it’s a necessity,” Hada declares.

SWITCH TO THE NEW

Modern switches are being revolutionised thanks to automated 
technology. Often, architects and designers would prefer to 

are all about making switches a design element in itself. 
Legrand’s range of switches are based on technology, design 

and simplicity. Arteor is an innovative range that excels by its 

curved edges from the top, the minimalistically designed Myrius 
range offers anti-bacterial switches, designed for the healthcare 
segment. Enabled with installation-friendly LincLoc technology, the 
Mylinc range of switches incorporates elements of smart design 

Grey, Bronze, and Wood.
Inspired by nature, Amare range of switches by Crabtree (part 

of Havells India) has been designed to complement contemporary 
spaces. It comprises front switch plates made of natural wood, 

Lustrous Silver, Eclipse Black, Brushed Amber; and under wooden 

Snow White, Glittering Sand and Sombre Green. 

4

5


