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FEATURE SWITCHES & HOME AUTCRAATION
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CASE STUDY: ESSENTIA ENVIRONMENTS
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ARCHITECT and INTERIORS INDLA

ok Hada, director, Anusha Technovision

Pvt Lid, discloses that the clients’ brief

was that, whatever technology is used

or implemented for automation (lighting

controls, motorised shades, audio-video
automation, cameras, eic), the one thing that had to be kept
in mind was: make it simple and casy-to-use! The second,
and most important, part was going through the checklist
of automation one by one, in order (o find out what they felt
was needed in the house,

# It was agreed that since lighting played an important part
in the ambience, control of lighting was essential and,
hemce, lighting controls were needed. However, to make it
simple, the decision was taken o use Lutron keypads that
hive backlighting. Each button is custom engraved with the
function that the button press would achieve. The architect
wanled only glass finish, and that is what was offered.

¢ Mrs Jain wanted convenience = and the fact that, with
motorised shades, pressing a button to et ambient light in
becomes casy, motorised shades were used.

+ Ms Monica (the imerior architect) did not want any console
below the TVs, but preferred a “chean’ ook, This meant that
all video feeds (such as cable TV, Blu-Ray player, Apple
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Nome of the project: Parveen Join residence
The client: Mr and Mrs Parveen Juin

The designers: Monica Chowla from Essentinl
Size: 5-bedroom oparfment

Location: DLF Mognolios

Cost: Automotion system (Rsb0 lakh plus toxes)
Duration of project: 10 manths

Dote of completion: January 2016

TV, etc) had to be centrally located. This called for a media
distribution system to be installed, which could transfer
audio and video from a central location to each of the TVs
in all rooms.

+ The client wanted the facility of being able to know if some-
one was ringing the main door, even when they were not at
home. Further, to see who was there and, if required, open
the door from whenever they were in the world. This meant
an I Video Door Phone had to be integrated.

& The client wanted to do away with the multiple remites
when they watch TV, 50, a control system (Crestron) with a
customised user interface was developed by Anusha's engi-
neering team for the dient. This went through many design
changes befone it was finally accepted by the client.

# The client wanted blujans (devotional songs) to be played
early morning in the common areas, automatically, This
was achieved through the combination of a time clock,
control system, and the audio system that was “distributing”
blurfanes seamlessly throughout the house every moming,.

Co-ordination betwoen architect, contractor and end user
and Anusha's team, in terms of expectations and imple-
mentation, was a major challenge for the project. Because
of the flexibility that control systems offer — be it in selling
lighting scencs or in the Grafik User Interface look = free:-
ing things for the end user finally, also becomes a chal-
lenge. Hada explains that, by convincing the end users (Mr
and Mrs Jain) that “it takes a little bit of getting wsed to the
idea that there are no light switches in the house and that
presset scenes ultimately work better” or the fact that once
you have a touch panel, you do not really need individual
remotes; they could overcome such obstacles, And once the
clients got familiar with the automation system, they were
very quite satisfied. B3



